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implementation of the IUU Regulation which have given support to MFCA in the phase 
checking CC and importing fisheries products.

Directorate of Fisheries (Ministry of Agriculture) is the competent authority for control and 
management measures related to all fishing activities. DoF organisational structure is adequate 
to cover many of the issues related to the regulation and administration of the fisheries sector. 
Inspection, surveillance and control of the fisheries sector in Republic of Croatia is undertaken 
by several different services. The most important one is the Fisheries Inspection of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, which is the only strictly dedicated service for inspection, 
surveillance and control in fisheries. 

b) co-operation with other authorities and allocation of tasks for various authorities in the 
implementation of the IUU Regulation (Fisheries, Health, Customs, Coast Guard, Navy, etc.);

Please explain and describe this cooperation:  

Considering the geographical characteristics of Croatia there are many landing places. To 
facilitate the on-the-spot control and increase coverage of the inspection activities Croatia has 
adopted an electronic system for detection of the discrepancies between data and potential 
irregularities. On-the-spot inspections are planned and implemented based on risk analysis and 
potential number of infringements in relation to landed quantities and/or number of vessels 
operations in a certain port. As mentioned above, given the length of the coast and different 
types of activities in the field of fisheries other authorities beside Fisheries Inspection is are 
authorized to perform these tasks as well: 

Maritime police  Ministry of the Interior Affairs 

Port Authority inspectors  Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Transport and Infrastructure 

Coast Guard  Ministry of Defence 

All these authorities 
 

During a 2019. also an expert Committee for linking different ministries was established as 

the result of harmonizing legal framework regulating the rights and interests of the Republic 

of Croatia on  sea and are involved in the IUU  Regulation.  

The Members elected by the Government are as follows: 

the Coast Guard commander  

a representative of the ministry responsible for defense  
a representative of the ministry responsible for maritime affairs  

a representative of the ministry responsible for internal affairs  

a representative of the ministry responsible for marine fisheries  

a representative of the ministry responsible for the environment  

a representative of the ministry responsible for the economy  
a representative of the ministry responsible for finance  

a representative of the ministry responsible for foreign affairs  

a representative of the ministry responsible for culture  

a representative of the Ministry of Justice 

a representative of the Civil Protection Directorate  
a representative of the State Inspectorate  

a representative of the Croatian Fire Association 
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3.1. Please check if your list of designated ports correspond to the latest version of the Office Journal.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C .2019.276.01.0011.01.ENG 
 

3.2. Does your country have designated ports for direct landings or transhipment operations of fishery 
products and port services of third country fishing vessels (Article 5 of the IUU Regulation6)? 
 
  Yes    No 

If yes, please list your country's designated ports (including ports designated under Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisations requirements) and answer to questions 3.2. to 3.7.: 

a)  
b) RIJEKA (HRRJK). 
c) ZADAR-  
d) SPLIT SJEVERNA LUKA (HRSPU) 
 

3.3. How many landings and transhipments in designated ports of third country vessels have been 
recorded by your country between 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? How many 
inspections has your country carried out and how many infringements have been detected?  

Please fill-in the table below (2018): 

 

Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2018) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2018) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)7 

Ex. 
NO 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Non-EU 

vessels 
using 
MS 

designat
ed ports 

Number of landings      0 
Number of 
inspections 

     0 

% of inspections / 
landings 

     0 

Number of 
infringements 

     0 

T
ra

ns
h

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 
using 
MS 

designat
ed ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

     0 

Number of 
inspections 

0     0 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

0     0 

Number of 
infringements 

0     0 

 

                                                           
6 Please note that ports designated under Regional Fisheries Management Organisations must also be designated 
under the IUU Regulation with restrictions if necessary (species etc.) 
7 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Please fill-in the table below (2019): 

Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2019) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2019) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)8 

Ex. 
NO 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Non-EU 

vessels 
using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

     0 

Number of 
inspections 

     0 

% of inspections / 
landings 

     0 

Number of 
infringements 

     0 

T
ra

n
sh

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

     0 

Number of 
inspections 

     0 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

     0 

Number of 
infringements 

     0 

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements by third country 

vessels between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2019
the type of infringement and the measures taken (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

Please fill-in the table below (2018): 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel9 

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

FSx    

 
Please fill-in the table below (2019): 
 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel10 

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

                                                           
8 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
9 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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FS2

    

FSx    

 
We have already stated that there were no landings and transhipments in HR designated ports of third 
country vessels between 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019 

 
3.5. Has your country had any problems with third country fishing vessels when implementing Articles 

6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the problems and the measures taken: 

 In 2018:  

In 2019:  

We have already stated that there were no landings and transhipments in HR designated ports of third 
country vessels between 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019 

 

3.6. Since January 2018, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port 
services, activities of landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the 
IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the problem, the number of vessels concerned and their flags: 

In 2018:  

In 2019:  

We have already stated that there were no landings and transhipments in HR designated ports of 
third country vessels between 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019 

 

3.7. Do you have third country fishing vessel landings in transit in your country with final destination 
in another Member State? [Article 19.3 of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes    No 

 

If yes, please indicate the number of landings in transit per year:  

In 2018:  

In 2019:  

We have already stated that there were no landings and transhipments in HR designated ports of 
third country vessels between 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019 
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3.8. In order to determine the cases for port inspection, does your country use risk assessment criteria 
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No1010/2009]?

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments from third countries) 

If yes, please detail:  
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Flag State (non-EU)13 2018 2019

 
  

US 
25 33 

VN 
3 2 

Total 373 478 

 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates accompanied imports into 

your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2018 2019 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States were presented to the authorities of your 

country from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? 
 

Flag State (EU) 2018 2019 

GR 
1 0 

ES 
7 25 

GB 
0 2 

HR 
122 229 

Total 130 256 

 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2018 2019 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.5. Has your country received processing statements from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? 

 
  Yes    No 

If yes, how many processing statements under Article 14.2 accompanied imports into your country? If 
possible, please provide details per year and per processing country.  
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Processing non-EU 
State14 

2018 2019

AL 
50 24 

BA 
8 27 

EC 
21 7 

CN 
33 41 

PG 
2 2 

TH 
14 14 

TR 
0 4 

Total 128 119 

 
4.6. Please indicate if the information in processing statements referring to the corresponding catch 

certificates is retained and recorded: 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2018-2019) 

4.7. Has your country received requests to authorise APEO15s in 2018-2019? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been 
authorised? 

........................................... 

4.8. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of APEO 
in 2018-2019? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please detail: 

 

4.9. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2018 until 
31 December 2019? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

                                                           
14 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
15 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
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Destination 
country (non-

EU)16 

2018 2019

AR 0 1 

VN 1 0 

Total 1 1 

 
4.10. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 

certificate actually leave the EU? 
 

  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2018-2019) 

If yes, please detail: 

It can be monitored through the Customs IT system in the process of customs clearance procedure. 
IT tools are established as risk profiles (different criteria) to monitor the catch certificates in the 
importation or re-exportation in the process of customs clearance procedure by MFCA. The 
declarant (importer/exporter or forwarder agent) in the process of customs clearance procedure 
(import/export) have to fulfil TARIC code (C673) for catch certificate and his number or code for 
other species of fisheries products (e.g. ICCAT BCT/C047; ICCAT re-export C041 etc.) or that 
the declared goods are not concerned by IUU Regulation in box 44 of customs declarations. In this 
case is possible to monitor the status of catch certificate by MFCA. 

4.11. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches? 

  Yes    No 

Not applicable. In accordance with the provisions of the Customs Law, post audit controls are 
carried out of import goods. 

4.12. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19.2 at the point of 
entry or the place of destination? 

  At the point of entry   At the place of destination    Not implemented 

  

                                                           
16 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Destination 
State18 

Year

2018 2019 

 

LA  1 

 
MA 

138 183 

MK 0 
, 

5 

ME 136 162 

PR 0 1 

QA 0 4 

RS 636 566 

TN 5 40 

UA 7 22 

IS 1 0 

JP 0 1 

Total: 3.451 3.236 

 
5.3. Has your country established any IT tool to monitor the catch certificates validated for exports 

stemming from own vessels? 

  Yes    No 

5.4. Does your country monitor that the catches for which your country has validated catch certificates 
actually leave the EU? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of catch certificates for exportation in 2018-
2019) 

5.5. Has your country refused the validation of a catch certificate between 1 January 2018 and 31 
December 2019? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of request for validation of catch certificates for exportation 
in 2018-2019) 

If yes, please detail: 

Number (per year)  
Reason  
Follow-up  
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7.4. Has your country been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partly
verification of catch certificates and how many verifications were made through these systems 
(approximately)?  

Depending on the third country from which the goods are imported (e.g. if the import is from USA 
then we use their database (NOAA)).  
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Flag State of the 
vessel or 
nationality of 
the operator 
(EU and non-
EU)34 

Serious infringements 
detected in 2018: 

Serious infringements 
detected in 2019: 

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied 

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied 

ITA 4  NOTICE 
TO FLAG 

STATE 

4  NOTICE TO 
FLAG STATE 

SLO 379  NOTICE 
TO FLAG 

STATE 

297  NOTICE TO 
FLAG STATE 

Total 383   301   

 

 

13.2. Has your country applied or adapted its levels of administrative sanctions in accordance with 
Article 44? 

  Yes   No 

If yes, please detail:  

Croatian flag vessels only on which non-compliance is identified in the inspection (e.g. fishing 
without authorization, fishing in a restricted area, catch records). 

 

13.3. Has your country issued sighting reports from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? 

 Yes   No 

If yes, how many sighting reports were issued by your country from 1 January 2018 until 31 
December 2019? 

Flag State of the 
sighted vessel 
(EU and non-
EU)35 

No of sighting reports 
issued in 2018 

No of sighting reports issued 
in 2019 

HRV (Air)  93 

HRV (Sea)  301 

Total  394 

 

 

 

                                                           
35 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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