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legislation, the SLO is responsible for IUU Coordination for the Republic of Ireland. 
Verifications on imports are controlled from here.

- Border Inspection Post – Close working relationship, directing importers to the IUU 
Office to resolve IUU/Import issues and queries, this authority is responsible for 
veterinary requirements associated with imports once they have been cleared following 
IUU/Traceability checks.

- Naval Service – The navy is the sea going platform for inspections, monitoring and 
control on vessels fishing within Irelands EEZ and in International waters conducting
RFMO assessments. There is a service level agreement in place, with the SFPA and the 
Naval Service.

c) how many officials are involved in the implementation of the catch certification scheme?

- Please specify the number of officials expressed in Full Time Equivalent (FTE): …

- IUU Office for verification and co-ordination - 1 staff member (0.75 FTE) This 
individual has a dual role, and conducts operational fisheries control duties, in addition to the 
IUU Role. The value of 0.75 is an approximation, due to the variance in work, these two roles 
overlap, predominantly with the IUU Position requirements.

- Port Offices for validation - 7 (1 per port)*(2.5 FTE)

- * Although there is an associated staff member in each port, some ports have greater tasking 
than others; some ports have little to no involvement, with validating catch certificates for 
exports, but an individual is delegated should the necessity arise. The tasking of IUU 
requirements is typically a negligible part of the individual’s role, in some cases validation 
might be conducted by alternative staff members, this process allows for leave and shift 
rotations. In some ports only marginal levels of validations have occurred since the initiation 
of the associated legislation. Killybegs, one of Irelands designated ports; deals with the majority 
of validated certificates from Ireland. Killybegs is also the only designated port to receive 3rd

country landings heretofore, inspections on 3rd country landings are conducted by respective 
shift staff, whereas full monitor inspections are pre-planned and additional members are tasked 
accordingly. 

-

d) Do the authorities of your country have the possibility to audit/verify a company for the 
purposes laid down in the IUU Regulation?

Yes No

If yes, which and how many audits/verifications have they undertaken since the last reporting 
exercise covering the period 2016-2017? Which authorities are responsible for audits/verifications? 
Please detail the results: ……………………………….

The SFPA is Ireland’s authority with the responsibility; these were predominantly traceability 
audits and verifications

2018 - 326

2019 -316
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Flag of the 
third country 

vessel10

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel

Type of infringements Measures taken

NO Under recording of 
logbook.

Passed to the Norwegians 
to deal with, NEAFC 
Inspection.

3.5. Has your country had any problems with third country fishing vessels when implementing Articles 
6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation?

Yes No

If yes, please detail the nature of the problems and the measures taken:

In 2018: …n/a…

In 2019: …n/a….

3.6. Since January 2018, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port services, 
activities of landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU 
Regulation? 

Yes No

If yes, please detail the nature of the problem, the number of vessels concerned and their flags:

In 2018: …n/a…

In 2019: …n/a….

3.7. Do you have third country fishing vessel landings in transit in your country with final destination in 
another Member State? [Article 19.3 of the IUU Regulation]

Yes No

If yes, please indicate the number of landings in transit per year:

In 2018: …n/a…

In 2019: …n/a….

3.8. In order to determine the cases for port inspection, does your country use risk assessment criteria
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No1010/2009]?

Yes No

Due to the limited levels of third country landings in Ireland, designated port staffs are able to meet
all vessels prior to landings/inspections. The landings in Irelands designated ports typically fall 
under the auspices of the NEAFC RFMO, and the produce predominantly go to fish meal. These are 

 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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typically completed on an ad-hoc basis, where full monitor inspections would be decided upon 
notification of respective landings. 

Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments from third countries)

If yes, please detail: …………………………….
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4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates accompanied imports into 
your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year.

RFMO document 2018 2019

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document

0 0

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR) 

0 0

CCSBT CDS 0 0

Total 0 0

4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States were presented to the authorities of your 
country from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019?

Flag State (EU) 2018 2019

FR 3 2

IE 1 0

IT 2 0

ES 11 12

Total 17 14

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year.

RFMO document 2018 2019

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document

0 0

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR) 

0 0

CCSBT CDS 0 0

Total 0 0

4.5. Has your country received processing statements from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019?

Yes No

If yes, how many processing statements under Article 14.2 accompanied imports into your country? If 
possible, please provide details per year and per processing country. 

Processing non-EU 
State13

2018 2019

CH 29 68

MU 10 8

 
13 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
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Processing non-EU 
State13

2018 2019

EC 8 11

TH 18 10

PG 2 0

CA 0 1

MG 0 2

MY 0 2

Total 67 102

4.6. Please indicate if the information in processing statements referring to the corresponding catch 
certificates is retained and recorded:

Yes No

Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2018-2019)

4.7. Has your country received requests to authorise APEO14s in 2018-2019?

Yes No

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised?

.n/a.

4.8. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of APEO in 
2018-2019?

Yes No

Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request)

If yes, please detail:

…n/a….

4.9. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2018 until 
31 December 2019?

Yes No

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country:

 
14 Approved Economic Operators – IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) 1010/2009, 
Chapter II
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Destination 
country (non-

EU)15

2018 2019

NG 2 0

Total 2 0

4.10. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 
certificate actually leave the EU?

Yes No

Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2018-2019)

If yes, please detail:

……………………………….

4.11. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports? 

Yes No

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches?

Yes No

4.12. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19.2 at the point of 
entry or the place of destination?

At the point of entry At the place of destination Not implemented

Due to the Republic of Irelands geographical position, produce under transit is not landing at 
seaports under our remit. For imports arriving at non BIP Ports in Ireland, confirmation that 
verification has been conducted is sought from entry point in the EU, where veterinary checks 
would have been conducted. The result of findings will dictate if verification checks will be 
conducted.

 
15 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 







 15

reason there is doubt over the documentation supplied, pertaining to the consignment, or particulars 
relating to the import, a formal verification request will be made to the flag state authority,
requesting details that need further clarification.
………………………..

6.2. How many catch certificates have been verified by your administration from 1 January 2018 until 
31 December 2019? Please specify, separately for each year:

Flag State of origin 
(EU or non-EU)19

Number of verifications

2018

Number of verifications

2019

No of basic 
document-based 
verifications20

No of in-depth 
verifications21

No of basic 
document-based 

verifications

No of in-depth 
verifications

AR 8 3 5 3

CL 1 0 0 0

CA 0 0 1 0

CN 4 2 3 3

EC 6 4 10 6

FO
2 Direct 
Landings

0 2 Direct 
Landings

0

GH 2 1 5 3

IN 0 0 3 3

IS 511 0 566 & 3 Direct 
Landings

0

KR 0 1 3 3

MU 0 1 0 1

MA 0 0 1 1

MM 0 0 1 1

NI 0 1 1 1

NO 3 & 34 Direct 
Landings

2 20 Direct 
Landings

0

PA 1 1 3 2

 
19 ISO Alpha-2 country codes.
20 See fields CC1 to CC6 (Preliminary overview checks “helicopter view”) of the EFCA Common methodology 
for IUU catch certificates verification and cross-checks.
21 See fields CC7 to CC32 (Verify and cross-check information related to the form, flag state, validating authority, 
fishing vessel, product(s), transhipment operations) of the EFCA Common methodology for IUU catch certificates 
verification and cross-checks.
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Flag State of origin 
(EU or non-EU)19

Number of verifications

2018

Number of verifications

2019

No of basic 
document-based 
verifications20

No of in-depth 
verifications21

No of basic 
document-based 

verifications

No of in-depth 
verifications

PG 0 1 0 0

PH 28 16 20 14

RU 9 6 24 18

SC 4 5 3 4

SB 1 1 0 0

ZA 15 0 47 0

TW 1 1 0 0

TH 1 1 1 1

UY 0 1 1 0

US 6 9 5 6

VN 3 2 0 0

Total 638 59 728 70

6.3. Does your country use a risk assessment approach for verification of catch certificates in accordance 
with Article 17?

Yes No

If yes, please detail (e.g. EU criteria for verifications (Article 31 of Commission Regulation 
1010/2009); EFCA risk assessment methodology; national criteria).

………………………………………………………………….

6.4. Does your country also physically verify the consignments?

Yes No

If yes, please detail: Physical inspections are conducted at the Border Inspection Post

Number (per year): … 2018 – 33(BIP) 36 (Direct Landing)
2019 - 82 (BIP) 25 (Direct Landing) …
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2019 ………See below………………….

7.3. Was the quality of the answers provided overall sufficient to satisfy the request?

Yes No

In regard to Formal verifications, the information provided by the notified country, met requirements 
as specified in the request that was made by the IE SLO. On occasion informal verification requests 
would not be replied to, not a factor that would refuse importation as the informal request might be 
confirmation of document authenticity only. The status of the documentation pertaining to the import 
would have previously been confirmed in order, on the Specimen Management System, or review of 
previously verified consignment documents. But as with most consignments, requests are made to ensure 
that the respective catch/processing documentation, originated from within the respective competent 
authority. If information is not supplied by the flag state that request was made to, follow up emails are 
always sent. Ireland has encountered issues with requests to South Africa, where no response was 
provided, despite additional follow up. Policy is to release produce for veterinary inspection and follow 
up with respective flag states thereafter, to confirm that the supplied documentation is compliant. With 
formal requests, where there is evidence of irregularities, or with new trading countries, imports are 
held at BIP’s until sufficient detail has been supplied by the flag state, to which that the request was 
made. In 2018, TW requested an extension to the 15-day period to provide requisite information made 
as part of request.

7.4. Has your country been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partly
verification of catch certificates and how many verifications were made through these systems 
(approximately)?

This number is not recorded, due to the variance in verifications conducted by the ROI SLO.
Although all consignments are verified, and the use of online Notified Country systems would 
always be incorporated into this process, where they are available.
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Flag State of the 
vessel or 
nationality of the 
operator (EU and 
non-EU)33

Serious infringements 
detected in 2018:

Serious infringements 
detected in 2019:

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied

Number Nature Sanctions 
applied

ES
2

See 
Below

See 
Below

3
See 

Below
See 

Below

Total 62 50

As a serious infringement is specifically one that falls into a category in Art 3 of 1005/2008 or Art 90 
of 1224/2009 and has been determined by the competent authority per Art 3(2) and or Art 90 (1)

Art 3 (2)                 The activities set out in paragraph 1 shall be considered as serious infringements 
in accordance with Article 42 depending on the gravity of the infringement in question which shall be 
determined by the competent authority of the Member State, taking into account the criteria such as 
the damage done, its value, the extent of the infringement or its repetition.

Art 90 (1)               In addition to Article 42 of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008,the following activities 
shall also be considered as serious infringements for the purpose of this Regulation depending on the 
gravity of the infringement in question which shall be determined by the competent authority of the 
Member State, taking into account criteria such as the nature of the damage, its value, the economic 
situation of the offender and the extent of the infringement or its repetition

Case number Alleged Offences Status
1-2018 Fishing inside Irish EEZ 

Voisinage Agreement
Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

2-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
3-2018 Under recording  Directed no prosecution by the 

DPP
4-2018 Failure to send PNO under PSC 

scheme
Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

5-2018 Failure to send PNO under PSC 
scheme

Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

6-2018 Over recording under PSC 
scheme

Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

7-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
8-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
9-2018 Over quota Fine €100, forfeiture €3,000 
10-2018 Failure to record catch data Fine €1,000
11-2018 Misreporting of area, over 

quota 
Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

12-2018 Misreporting of area, over 
quota 

Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

13-2018 Misreporting of area, over 
quota 

File incomplete 

14-2018 Under recording Fine €1,200
15-2018 (Master 1) Under recording, over quota Directed on indictment 

awaiting date
15-2018 (Master 2) Under recording, over quota Directed on indictment 

awaiting date
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16-2018 Undersized nets, failure to 
record, under recording, 
inaccurate gear recorded 

UK prosecution. Owner fine 
£36,586. Master fine £1,340.

17-2018 Under recording, over quota Directed on indictment. 
Subsequently directed no 
prosecution due to untimely 
death of Master

18-2018 (UK vessel) Fishing inside Irish EEZ Fine €7,000, forfeiture €20,000
19-2018 Fishing in breach of 

authorisation 
Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

20-2018 Under recording Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

21-2018 Under recording, over quota Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

22-2018 Prohibited species Fine €100
23-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
24-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete
25-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
26-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
27-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete
28-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
29-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
30-2018 Misrecording catch Directed on indictment 

awaiting date
31-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
32-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
33-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
34-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
35-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
36-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
37-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
38-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
39-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete
40-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
41-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
42-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete
43-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
44-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete
45-2018 Misreporting of area File incomplete 
46-2018 Under recording  Fine €20,000, forfeiture 

€15,900
47-2018 Failure to stop, fishing for BFT Directed no prosecution by the 

DPP
48-2018 Fishing inside Irish EEZ 

Voisinage Agreement
Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

49-2018 Exceeding max amount of 
lobsters in 24hr period 

Fine €100

50-2018 (Spanish vessel) Removing shark fins Fine €2,500, forfeiture 
€165,000 

51-2018 (Spanish vessel) Boarding ladder Fine €5,000, forfeiture €19,000
52-2018 Failure to transmit logbook 

data
Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP



 25

53-2018 Fishing for BFT Closed
54-2018 Fishing without a licence Directed no prosecution by the 

DPP
55-2018 Exceeding max amount of 

lobsters in 24hr period, 
exceeding number of pots, V-
notched lobsters, landing 
illegal lobsters

Directed on summary disposal 
awaiting date 

56-2018 Failure to record entry Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

57-2018 Failure to record entry Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

58-2018 Under recording Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

59-2018 Under recording File incomplete 
60-2018 Misrecording area, fishing in 

closed area
File incomplete 

61-2018 Misrecording area, fishing in 
closed area

File incomplete

1-2019 Over quota DPP direction summary 
disposal, awaiting date 

2-2019 Undersized lobster File incomplete 
3-2019 Under recording, non-

designated port
DPP direction summary 
disposal, awaiting date 

4-2019 Fishing without a licence Guilty plea, awaiting sentence
5-2019 Over quota Fine €2,000
6-2019 Fishing inside Irish EEZ 

Voisinage Agreement
Probation Act 

7-2019 Fishing inside Irish EEZ 
Voisinage Agreement

Probation Act 

8-2019 Fishing in breach of 
authorisation 

Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

9-2019 Fishing in breach of 
authorisation

Directed no prosecution by the 
DPP

10-2019 Under recording, over 
recording 

Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

11-2019 Under recording, over 
recording

Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

12-2019 Under recording File incomplete
13-2019 Undersized nets UK prosecution fine £9,000
14-2019 Under recording Directed no prosecution by the 

DPP
15-2019 Under recording File incomplete 
16-2019 (Spanish vessel) Under recording Fine €1,000, forfeiture €5,000
17-2019 Fishing without a licence DPP direction summary 

disposal, awaiting date 
18-2019 Failure to transmit logbook 

data, non-designated port, 
inaccurate landing declaration

Awaiting direction from DPP 

19-2019 Under recording Closed 
20-2019 Under recording, separate 

stowage, inaccurate landing 
declaration

File incomplete 
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21-2019 Weigh permit factory Closed
24-2019 Under recording File incomplete 
25-2019 Undersized Whelk DPP direction summary 

disposal, awaiting date 
26-2019 (Spanish vessel) Prohibited species Fine €20,000, forfeiture 

€60,000
27-2019 Undersized Whelk Directed no prosecution by the 

DPP
28-2019 Undersized Crawfish File incomplete 
29-2019 Misrecording area, failure to 

record discards 
Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

31-2019 Failure to transmit logbook 
data

Fine €500

32-2019 Undersized Whelk DPP direction summary 
disposal, awaiting date

33-2019 Failure to transmit logbook 
data

Closed 

34-2019 Under recording Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

35-2019 Boarding ladder Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

36-2019 Under recording Directed on indictment 
awaiting date

37-2019 (Portuguese vessel) Marking of gear Fine €500, forfeiture €35,000
39-2019 (French vessel) Boarding ladder Fine €2,500, forfeiture €12,500
40-2019 Over quota Awaiting direction from DPP 
41-2019 Over quota Awaiting direction from DPP 
42-2019 Boarding Ladder Directed on indictment 

awaiting date
43-2019 Catch composition, 

misrecording
File incomplete 

44-2019 Under recording, retaining 
lobster which is not whole

Awaiting direction from DPP 

45-2019 Undersized whelk Awaiting direction from DPP
46-2019 Misrecording area File incomplete 
47-2019 Prohibited species Fine €15,000 forfeiture 

€66,000
49-2019 (pair fishing) Fishing in closed area Awaiting direction from DPP 
15-2020(pair fishing) Fishing in closed area Awaiting direction from DPP 
50-2019 Failure to send PNO DPP direction summary 

disposal, awaiting date 
51-2019 (Spanish vessel) Under recording Fine €1,000
52-2019 Under recording File incomplete 
53-2019 Under recording File incomplete 
5-2020 Obstruction, failure to transmit 

logbook data, failure to 
complete landing declaration 

Awaiting direction from DPP 

6-2020 Undersized whelk File incomplete 
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