




 

 3

Yes No

2.3. If different authorities/services are involved, please distinguish between: 
 

the control of direct landings of third country fishing vessels;  
validation of catch certificates upon exports;  
verification of catch certificates for imports under direct landing; 
verification of catch certificates for imports arriving by other means than fishing vessels (e.g. 
by containers, trucks); 
validation and verifications of re-exports. 

a) vertical co-operation (between local/regional authorities and head-quarter); 

Please explain and describe this cooperation:  

MoA is the authority in charge for the validation of the catch certificates for the Latvian fishing 
vessels for fisheries products export. During the validation process each catch certificate is examined 
for a variety of criteria - does the potential exporter or respective fishing company hold the valid 
licence and quota for relevant species, % of its exhaustion, logbooks etc. In case where there are no 
problems, the catch certificate is validated.  
 
Regarding catch certificates issued by the third countries - SES Fisheries Control Department 
(Central office) is the authority responsible for the validation of the catch certificates to allow the 
import into or re-export of the fisheries product via Latvia. The catch certificate is verified by 
obtaining necessary information - is the catch obtained by the vessel included in the IUU vessels list, 
crosschecked with the information submitted within the mutual assistance system, etc. 
 
Internal cooperation between the Central office and sub-quarters of SES is needed only where 
physical checks for fishing vessels flying the flag of third countries is required. According to the 
Council Regulation 1005/2008 Article 6, third country vessels inform the competent authority - SES on 
intend to land the products in relevant designated port of Latvia (designated in National Rules of the 

Regulations regarding Commercial Fishing in Territorial Waters and 
. This information is received in the Central office, verified by checking 

information and further permission or rejection for vessel entry into port is provided. In the port the 
physical verification of the landing, based on decision made by the Central office is performed by the 
sub- quarter of SES located in the designated port. 

Co-operation among the authorities of the SRS National Customs Board, involved in the 
implementation of the IUU Regulation, is described in the guidance of the SRS National Customs 

 

Co-operation among the respective structures of the SRS Nationals Customs Board when dealing with 
the implementation of the IUU Regulation is as follows:  

Customs Clearance Process Unit of Customs Clearance Process Management Division  develops 
guidance etc. for customs officials and explanations for customs clients as well, performs co-operation 
with other structures in Customs Department, entities in Latvia (MoA, SES) responsible for 
implementation of the IUU Regulation, 

Import Custom Control Point  involved in drawing up 
import customs procedure (incl. control of documents (also catch certificates) concerning the 
respective consignment),  

Risk Management Division  performs risk management regarding customs matters.  

 

 

b) co-operation with other authorities and allocation of tasks for various authorities in the 
implementation of the IUU Regulation (Fisheries, Health, Customs, Coast Guard, Navy, etc.);

Please explain and describe this cooperation:  
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% of 
inspections / 

landings 
100% 100% 0 0

0 0
18.18%

Number of 
infringements 

0 0 0 0 
0 0 

0
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Non-EU 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments 

in ports 
- - - - - - -

Number of 
inspections 

 
- - - - - - -

% of 
inspections / 

transhipments 
- - - - - - -

Number of 
infringements 

- - - - - - -

 

Please fill-in the table below (2019): 

Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2019) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2019) 

Flag of the third country vessel(s)8 

 PA NO BS AG 
 

Total 
 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Non-EU 

vessels 
using MS 
designate

d ports 

Number of 
landings 

 
3 3 2 1 9 

Number of 
inspections 

 
0 1 1 0 2 

% of inspections / 
landings 

 
0 33.33% 50% 0 22.22% 

Number of 
infringements 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

T
ra

ns
h

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 

using MS 
designate

d ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 

ports 
- - - - - 

Number of 
inspections 

 
- - - - - 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

- - - - - 

Number of 
infringements 

 
- - - - - 

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements by third country 

vessels between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2019, please specify the flag, 
the type of infringement and the measures taken (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

                                                           
8 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Please fill-in the table below (2018): n/a (no infringements were detected) 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel9 

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

FSx    

 
Please fill-in the table below (2019): n/a (no infringements were detected) 
 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel10 

Name of the third 
country fishing vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

FSx    

 
 

3.5. Has your country had any problems with third country fishing vessels when implementing Articles 
6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the problems and the measures taken: 

In 2018:  

In 2019:  

3.6. Since January 2018, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port 
services, activities of landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the 
IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the problem, the number of vessels concerned and their flags: 

In 2018:  

In 2019:  

                                                           
9 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Flag State (non-EU)13 2018 2019

GL 5 0 

ID 2 0 

IS 116 85 

CA 10 10 

RU 16 31 

CN 8 30 

MA 14 16 

MR 0 1 

MU 6 1 

NO 326 323 

PA 0 1 

PG 0 1 

PE 17 6 

SV 0 1 

SC 6 9 

TW 9 0 

TR 1 0 

UA 5 0 

VN 22 20 

SB 4 2 

Total 616 625 

 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates accompanied imports into 

your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2018 2019 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States were presented to the authorities of your 

country from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? 
 

Flag State (EU) 2018 2019 

DK 11 11 

FR 22 10 

IT 3 0 



 

 11

Flag State (EU) 2018 2019

IE 3 4 

LV* 3  0 

GB 23 21 

NL 2 0 

ES 10 7 

DE 0 1 

Total 77 54 

*Latvian IUU SLO notes: mentioned Latvian catch certificates presented to the Latvian competent 
authority content fisheries products cached by Latvian flag vessels which are landed in the Norwegian 
ports. Under the IUU regulation in such cases to import products landed in the third country (NO) 
into Latvia (EU) catch certificates are required. 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2018 2019 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

0 0 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

0 0 

CCSBT CDS 
0 0 

Total 0 0 

 
4.5. Has your country received processing statements from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? 

 
  Yes    No 

If yes, how many processing statements under Article 14.2 accompanied imports into your country? If 
possible, please provide details per year and per processing country.  

 
Processing non-EU 

State14 
2018 2019 

EC 0 2 

FO  1 0 

IS 2 0 

CN 28 31 

PG 0 3 

SC 40 17 

TH 13 11 

TR 1 1 

UA 7 0 

VN 1 0 

                                                           
14 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Processing non-EU 
State14 

2018 2019

EC 0 2 

Total 93 65 

 
4.6. Please indicate if the information in processing statements referring to the corresponding catch 

certificates is retained and recorded: 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2018-2019) 

4.7. Has your country received requests to authorise APEO15s in 2018-2019? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been 
authorised? 

........................................... 

4.8. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of APEO 
in 2018-2019? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please detail: 

 

4.9. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2018 until 
31 December 2019? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)16 

2018 2019 

Third Country 1   

Third Country 2   

   

Third Country x   

Total   

                                                           
15 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
16 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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If yes, how many catch certificates did your country validate from 1 January 2018 to 31 December 
2019? If possible, please provide details per requesting third country/country of destination in the 
following table: 

Destination 
State18 

Year 

2018 2019 

AU 3 - 

BA 2 - 

BG - 1 

HR 3 2 

EE 4 - 

FR 2 2 

GE 5 - 

GH 76 129 

IL - 1 

JP - 1 

ME 1 - 

NO 9 1 

PL 37 1 

PT 
- 1 

US 2 - 

UA 475 262 

UZ 3 1 

Total* 622 402 

*Not all mentioned countries are third countries, many of them are not in the list of third countries 
requesting catch certificates for the exportation catches by fishing vessels flying an EU Member state 
flag, however, catch certificates were validated for various reasons, for example: entering into the 
new markets. As well there were situations, when catch certificates were validated for exportation to 
the EU (Poland, Portugal, France etc.) with subsequent exports to third countries. 
 
5.3. Has your country established any IT tool to monitor the catch certificates validated for exports 

stemming from own vessels? 

  Yes    No 

5.4. Does your country monitor that the catches for which your country has validated catch certificates 
actually leave the EU? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of catch certificates for exportation in 2018-
2019) 

5.5. Has your country refused the validation of a catch certificate between 1 January 2018 and 31 
December 2019? 

                                                           
18 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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No of basic 
document-based 
verifications21 

No of in-depth 
verifications22

No of basic 
document-based 

verifications 

No of in-depth 
verifications

US 10 10 14 14 

AR 4 4 4 4 

CL 1 1 1 1 

KR 4 4 9 9 

EC 0 0 1 1 

FO 28 28 56 56 

PH 0 0 3 3 

GH 2 2 0 0 

GL 5 5 0 0 

ID 2 2 0 0 

IS 116 116 85 85 

CA 10 10 10 10 

RU 16 16 31 31 

CN 8 8 30 30 

MA 14 14 16 16 

MR 0 0 1 1 

MU 6 6 1 1 

NO 326 326 323 323 

PA 0 0 1 1 

PG 0 0 1 1 

PE 17 17 6 6 

SV 0 0 1 1 

SC 6 6 9 9 

TW 9 9 0 0 

                                                           
21 See fields CC1 to CC6 ( of the EFCA Common methodology 
for IUU catch certificates verification and cross-checks. 
22 See fields CC7 to CC32 (Verify and cross-check information related to the form, flag state, validating 
authority, fishing vessel, product(s), transhipment operations) of the EFCA Common methodology for IUU 
catch certificates verification and cross-checks. 
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Flag State of origin 
(EU or non-EU)20 

Number of verifications

2018 

Number of verifications

2019 

No of basic 
document-based 
verifications21 

No of in-depth 
verifications22 

No of basic 
document-based 

verifications 

No of in-depth 
verifications

TR 1 1 0 0 

UA 5 5 0 0 

VN 22 22 20 20 

SB 4 4 2 2 

DK 11 11 11 11 

FR 22 22 10 10 

IT 3 3 0 0 

IE 3 3 4 4 

LV 3 3 0 0 

GB 23 23 21 21 

NL 2 2 0 0 

ES 10 10 7 7 

DE 0 0 1 1 

Total 693 693 679 679 

 

In table above only UNIQUE catch certificates has been counted, but we have to take a note, that one 
catch certificate can be submitted to SES more than only once (for example with more than one 
Indirect statement, Processing statement etc.) what means that real verified number of catch 
certificates (consignments) is much more bigger. 

 

6.3. Does your country use a risk assessment approach for verification of catch certificates in 
accordance with Article 17? 

  Yes    No * 

If yes, please detail (e.g. EU criteria for verifications (Article 31 of Commission Regulation 
1010/2009); EFCA risk assessment methodology; national criteria). 
 

* Latvian IUU SLO notes: there are no specific criteria implemented in Latvia regarding 
identification of risks upon which verifications take place in accordance with Article 17.3 of the IUU 
Regulations. Verifications are always performed in cases noted in paragraph 17.4 of the IUU 
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Please provide separate data for 2018 and 2019 (if any) 

2018 - 1 

2019 - 0 
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