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Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2018) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2018) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)7 

NO FO RU BS PA Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Non-EU 

vessels 
using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

110 75 43 35 1 264 

Number of 
inspections 

4 2 8 1 - 15 

% of inspections / 
landings 

3,6% 2,7% 18,6% 2,9% - 5,7% 

Number of 
infringements 

1 1 - - - - 

T
ra

n
sh

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

- - - - - - 

Number of 
inspections 

- - - - - - 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

- - - - - - 

Number of 
infringements 

- - - - - - 

 
Please fill-in the table below (2019): 

 Inspections of third country vessels in Member States ports (2019) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2019) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)8 

NO FO RU BS SG VC Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Non-EU 

vessels 
using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

104 65 44 42 2 1 258 

Number of 
inspections 

3 5 10 1 - - 19 

% of inspections / 
landings 

2,9% 6,7% 22,7% 2,4% - - 7,4% 

Number of 
infringements 

- 3 - - - - - 

T
ra

ns
h

ip
m

en
ts

 

Non-EU 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

- - - - - - - 

Number of 
inspections 

- - - - - - - 

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

- - - - - - - 

Number of 
infringements 

- - - - - - - 

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements by third country 

vessels between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 2019, please specify the flag, 
the type of infringement and the measures taken (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

 
7 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
8 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Flag State (non-EU)13 2018 2019

GH 120 64

GL 9 68 

GY 68 56 

IS 1882 1918 

IN 498 386 

ID 474 352 

JP 14 25 

KE 10 11 

KR 15 28 

MG 56 29 

MV 145 255 

MR 2 2 

MU 55 51 

MX 6 10 

MA 343 377 

MZ 11 0 

MM 2 3 

NA 254 265 

NZ 29 13 

NI 30 20 

NG 101 107 

NO 1 3 

OM 3 1 

PK 12 14 

PA 1 1 

PG 28 46 

PE 33 68 

PH 906 1135 

RU 21 19 

SN 191 192 

SC 54 68 

ZA 169 132 

LK 2279 2331 

SR 414 369 

TW 31 13 

TZ 1 1 
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Flag State (non-EU)13 2018 2019

TH 256 263

SH-TA 4 3 

TN 4 1 

TR 15 12 

UY 2 4 

US 675 575 

VN 272 232 

YE 1 0 

Total 11343 11535 

For catch certificates accompanied by processing statements see table 4.5 

 
 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates accompanied imports into 

your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2018 2019 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

12 6 

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

6 11 

CCSBT CDS 0 0 
Total 18 17 
ICCAT Swordfish 
Statistical Document 

318 440 

ICCAT Statistical 
Document bigeye tuna 

19 11 

Total 337 451 
 
4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States were presented to the authorities of your 

country from 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2019? 
 

Flag State (EU) 2018 2019 

CY 3 BFT 0 

FR 104 BFT + 1 TOP 69 BFT + 3 BET 

IT 1 BFT 0 

ES 130 BFT 154 BFT + 1 BET 

Total 239 227 

For catch certificates accompanied by processing statements see table 4.5 

 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 
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4.7. Has your country received requests to authorise APEO15s in 2018-2019? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised? 

We received one request in 2019 but the APEO authorization was not granted.  

4.8. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of APEO in 
2018-2019? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please detail:  

4.9. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2018 until 
31 December 2019? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)16 

2018 2019 

CN 5 4 

ID 0 12 

MA 13 0 

UAE 0 1 

US 6 0 

Total 24 17 

 
 

4.10. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 
certificate actually leave the EU? 

 
  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2018-2019) 

If yes, please detail: 

Customs have (administrative) internal procedures for export and re-export. 

 

 
15 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
16 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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6.2. How many catch certificates have been verified by your administration from 1 January 2018 until 
31 December 2019? Please specify, separately for each year:

Flag State of origin 
(EU or non-EU)20 

Number of verifications 

2018 

Number of verifications 

2019 

No of basic 
document-based 
verifications21 

No of in-depth 
verifications22 

No of basic 
document-based 

verifications 

No of in-depth 
verifications 

All imports All  All  

CA  0  10 

CN  28  33 

EC  13  147 

EG  0  1 

SV  1  0 

FO  0  3 

GH  2  3 

GY  21  44 

IS  0  13 

IN  0  5 

ID  5  6 

JP  0  3 

KE  1  0 

KR  5  3 

MV  2  0 

MR  0  1 

MU  1  2 

MA  5  2 

NA  6  0 

 
20 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
21 See fields CC1 to CC6 ( of the EFCA Common methodology 
for IUU catch certificates verification and cross-checks. 
22 See fields CC7 to CC32 (Verify and cross-check information related to the form, flag state, validating authority, 
fishing vessel, product(s), transhipment operations) of the EFCA Common methodology for IUU catch certificates 
verification and cross-checks. 
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Flag State of origin 
(EU or non-EU)20 

Number of verifications

2018 

Number of verifications

2019 

No of basic 
document-based 
verifications21 

No of in-depth 
verifications22 

No of basic 
document-based 

verifications 

No of in-depth 
verifications 

NZ  1  0 

NI  6  0 

NG  1  0 

OM  1  0 

PG  1  0 

PH  1  1 

RU  1  13 

SC  0  2 

ZA  1  0 

LK  1  0 

TW  0  9 

TH  18  6 

SH-TA   1  0 

UY  1  0 

US  1  1 

VN  331  353 

Total All 456 All 661 

 

6.3. Does your country use a risk assessment approach for verification of catch certificates in accordance 
with Article 17? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail (e.g. EU criteria for verifications (Article 31 of Commission Regulation 
1010/2009); EFCA risk assessment methodology; national criteria). 
 
Criteria of article 31, but also pre-identified countries and MA requests are considered high risk 
criteria. 
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Flag 
States24 

No of requests for 
verifications 

2018 

Justifications 
(Articles 17.4 and 

17.6 of the IUU 
Regulation)- 

No of requests for 
verifications 

2019 

Justifications
(Articles 17.4 and 

17.6 of the IUU 
Regulation 

EG 1 Missing catch dates 0 - 

FK 1 Weights filled out 
wrong 

0 - 

GM 2 Missing catch dates 1 Non-comparable 
weights, fishing 
licences and 
respective validity 
missing 

GH 0 - 1 Missing vessel 
appendix 

GY 3 Non notified stamp, 
duplicate document 
number, re-export 
used for split 
consignment, no non 
manipulation 
certificate 

3 Signature does not 
correspond with 
validating officer, 
no validation date  

IN 0 - 1 Duplicate 
processing state 
was issued, re-
export was filled 
out 

ID 2 Weights filled out 
wrong, incomplete 
vessel annexes and 
transport details 

1 Transport vessel 
filled in as fishing 
vessel, EU re-
export issued by ID 

JP 1 Weights filled out 
wrong 

1 Farmed BFT 

KE 1 Missing catch dates 0 - 

MA 1 Weights filled out 
wrong 

1 Incomplete 
transport details 

MZ 1 Catch dates go over 
transport date 

0 - 

NA 0 - 5 Expired fishing 
licences, wrong 
document number 
on vessel appendix, 
overlapping fishing 
trips,  validation of 
a RUn flagged 
vessel 

NG 1 Expired licences 0 - 

PA 0 - 1 Missing transport 
details 

PG 0 - 1 Non-comparable 
weights 
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Flag 
States24 

No of requests for 
verifications 

2018 

Justifications 
(Articles 17.4 and 

17.6 of the IUU 
Regulation)- 

No of requests for 
verifications 

2019 

Justifications
(Articles 17.4 and 

17.6 of the IUU 
Regulation 

PE 1 Several questions on 
list of vessels 

2 No fishing licence 
validity, missing 
exporter signature, 
missing Flag State 
validation 

PH 1 Non-comparable 
weights 

0 - 

RU 0 - 1 Transshipment 

SN 1 Catch dates 
stretched over a year 

0 - 

SC 0 - 1 Licence validity 
after fishing trip 

ZA 0 - 1 Expired fishing 
licence 

SR 3 Duplicate document 
number, non-
comparable weights, 
wrong CN code, 
wrong transport 
details, no 
desciprtion on 
processing 
statement, wrong 
validation date 

4 Non-comparable 
weights, expired 
fishing licences, 
weight discrepancy 
vessel appendix 

TH 1 no vessel appendix 
or information 

0 - 

SH-TA 1 Signature and stamp 
not original 

0 - 

US 3 Duplicate document 
numbers, impossible 
port of departure 

2 Missing non-
manipulation 
certificate 

VN 7 Specific Flag State 
validation not in 
SMS database, 
Weights filled out 
wrong, expired 
fishing licences, 
missing point of 
export, non-IUU CN 
code, missing 
document number 

8 Expired fishing 
licences, missing 
fishing licences, 
missing transport 
details, missing 
Flag State 
validation, 
deviation in CN 
code, missing 
exporter signature 

Total 35  54  
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7.2. How many requests for verification were not replied to by the other countries' authorities within the 
deadline provided in Article 17.6 of the IUU Regulation? Does your country in these situations send 
a reminder to the authorities of the country in question? Could you please specify when the request, 
despite reminder(s), remained unanswered? What measures have you taken in that case (i.e. denial 
of importation) [Please provide separate data for 2018 and 2019] 

General - We almost always grant an additional 15 days after the first deadline expires. Usually we 
receive an answer within the set deadline(s). 

2018: For 8 verifications a second deadline was set. For one of these requests (ID) we only received 
a reply after 6 months and several reminders, all others were answered within te set 
deadline(s). 

2019:  For 7 verifications a second deadline was set. In one case (PE) we have not received an 
official reply, import of the specific consignment was refused. 

7.3. Was the quality of the answers provided overall sufficient to satisfy the request? 

  Yes    No 

7.4. Has your country been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partly 
verification of catch certificates and how many verifications were made through these systems 
(approximately)?  
 
Yes, underneath you will find an estimate of verifications via these systems per country per year. 

Country 2018 2019 

CA <10 10-20 

EC 10-20 140-150 

GL <10 <10 

IS <10 10-20 

IN Not operational 10-20 

MV <10 <10 

MX <10 <10 

NO <10 <10 

RU <10 10-20 

TR <10 <10 

US 10-20 10-20 
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8.2. If the answer to 8.1 is yes, what measures were taken by your authorities towards the refused fishery 
products?

Reason for refusal of 
importation 

2018 

Flag State28 No. Measures 

Non-submission of a catch 
certificate for products to be 
imported. 

   

The products intended for 
importation are not the same as 
those mentioned in the catch 
certificate. 

SR 
 
BZ 

1 
 
1 

Destruction 
 
Returned 

The catch certificate is not 
validated by the notified public 
authority of the flag State 

GY 1 Destruction 

The catch certificate does not 
indicate all the required 
information. 

ID 1 Destruction 

 
 

   

Reason for refusal of 
importation 

2019  
 

 Flag State29 No. Measures 

Non-submission of a catch 
certificate for products to be 
imported. 

CN 1 Destruction 

The products intended for 
importation are not the same as 
those mentioned in the catch 
certificate. 

CA 
RU 
US 

3 
1 
1 

Destruction 
Returned 
Returned 

The catch certificate is not 
validated by the notified public 
authority of the flag State 

VN 
PE 
CN 

1 
2 
2 

Destruction 
Destruction 
Under investigation 

The catch certificate does not 
indicate all the required 
information. 

CN 1 Destruction 

 

8.3. In case of refusal of importation, did the operators contest the decision of the authorities of your 
country? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail:  
  

 
28 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
29 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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