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IUU Department & Control Unit of Fishery Products  located at Athens 
International Airport 
 

 validation of catch certificates for exports;   
 
IUU Department 
 

 validation and verifications of re-exports.  
 
IUU Department & Control Unit of Fishery Products  located at Athens 
International Airport 
 

 Nationals 
 
Directorate of Fishing Activities and Products Control in cooperation with Fisheries 

Control Directorate of the Hellenic Coast Guard 
 

 
In addition (if different authorities/services are involved), please explain and describe: 

a) vertical co-operation (between local/regional authorities and their headquarters/central 
authorities); 

Central and Regional Fisheries Administration are involved in the implementation of 
the provisions of Reg (EC) 1005/2008 and specifically regarding the procedures of 
control and validation of export CCs, as well as control and approval of the import 
CCs. The procedures of access and inspection of third country vessels in the 
designated ports, are carried out by the competent Port Authorities. 

 

b) horizontal co-operation between different authorities and allocation of tasks for various 
authorities in the implementation of the IUU Regulation (Fisheries, Health, Customs, Coast 
Guard, Navy, etc.). 

The procedures of Reg (EC) 1005/2008 provisions are implemented through the 
cooperation of the IUU Department with the Port, Veterinary and Customs 
authorities. 

 

If written agreements on cooperation between different authorities/services have been concluded, 
please provide copies. 

When providing the above requested information, if there were any changes in the administrative 
organisation since the previous reporting period (2020-2021), please underline those changes. 

 

 

 

 

2.2. How many officials are involved in the implementation of the catch certification scheme? 

Please specify the number of officials expressed in Full Time Equivalent (FTE); please specify which 
authority they belong to:  
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3.3. How many landings and transhipments in designated ports by third country fishing vessels have 
been recorded by your country between 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? How many 
inspections did your country carry out and how many infringements have been detected?  

None 

Please fill-in the table below (2022): 

 

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2022) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2022) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)9 

Example: 
IS 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
ng

s 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of landings 100      
Number of 
inspections 

10      

% of inspections / 
landings 

10%      

Number of 
infringements 

3      

T
ra

ns
hi

pm
en

ts
 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

2      

Number of 
inspections 

0      

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

0      

Number of 
infringements 

0      

 

 
9 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Please fill-in the table below (2023): 

Inspections of third country fishing vessels in Member States ports (2023) 

Type of 
operation 

Vessels Figures (2023) 
Flag of the third country vessel(s)10 

Example: 
IS 

FS1 FS2 FS3 FSx Total 

L
an

di
n

gs
 Third 

country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
landings 

100      

Number of 
inspections 

10      

% of inspections / 
landings 

10%      

Number of 
infringements 

3      

T
ra

ns
hi

pm
en

ts
 

Third 
country 
vessels 

using MS 
designated 

ports 

Number of 
transhipments in 
ports 

2      

Number of 
inspections 

2      

% of inspections / 
transhipments 

100%      

Number of 
infringements 

0      

 
3.4. From the figures above, in the cases where your country detected infringements concerning third 

country fishing vessels, please specify for each infringement the flag, the type of 
infringement and the measures taken / sanction imposed (Article 11 of the IUU Regulation). 

Please fill-in the table below (2022): 

Flag of the 
third country 

vessel11 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

FS2    

    

FSx    

 
Please fill-in the table below (2023): 
 
Flag of the 

third country 
vessel12 

Name of the third 
country vessel 

Type of infringements Measures taken 

FS1    

 
10 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
11 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
12 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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FS2    

    

FSx    

 

3.5. Please provide: 
- the quantities of fish landed fishing vessels in your designated ports in 2022 

and 2023, respectively (by species and flag of the catching vessels); 
- the quantities of fish transhipped fishing donor vessels (to third countries 

or EU fishing receiving vessels) in your designated ports in 2022 and 2023, respectively (by 
species and flag of the vessels): 

Please fill-in the table below (landings): 
 

Landings in 2022 Landings in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish13 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel that 

caught the fish15 

Landed quantities by 
species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS1 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

Please fill-in the table below (transhipments): 
 

Transhipments in 2022 Transhipments in 2023 

Flag of the third 
country vessel16 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

Flag of the third 
country vessel17 

Transhipped 
quantities by species14 

(weight in tonnes) 

FS1 Species 1: FS1 Species 1: 

 
13 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
14 Please use the FAO Alpha-3 codes (ASFIS). 
15 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
16 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
17 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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Species 2: 

Species x: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

FS2 Species 1: 

Species 2: 

Species x: 

    

FSx  FSx  

 

3.6. Has your country recorded any case of non-compliance by third country fishing vessels with the 
provisions of Articles 6 (prior notice) and 7 (authorisation) of the IUU Regulation? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, please detail the nature of the infringement and the measures taken / sanctions applied: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.7. Since January 2022, has your country denied access to its ports to a fishing vessel for port services, 
landing or transhipment of fishery products based on the conditions of the IUU Regulation?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, please describe the case for each vessel concerned (please include the flag of the vessel and 
its name) and detail the reasons for the denial: 

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.8. Do you have cases of third country fishing vessels landing in your ports with the landed products 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(3) of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes    No 

If yes, please indicate the number of landings meant for transit:  

In 2022: . 

In 2023:  

3.9. In order to identify the vessels to be subject to port inspection, do you use risk assessment criteria 
[cf. benchmarks for port inspections, Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009]? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of landings/transhipments from third countries) 
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MM 0 0 1 0 

MR 2 49 3 36 

MX 5 7 0 2 

MU 1 0     

MV 20 0 29 0 

NA 6 0 3 0 

NI 0 0 2 0 

NO 52 0 49 0 

NZ 229 0 115 0 

OM 2 7 0 5 

PA 12 0 4 0 

PE 0 45 28 87 

PG 6 0 2 0 

PH 115 5 75 0 

RU 68 0 75 0 

SB 2 0 0 0 

SC 3 0 0 0 

SN 166 1044 84 1104 

SV 3 0 0 0 

TH 23 7 15 3 

TN 3 60 50 64 

TR 834 0 729 0 

TW 22 0 16 0 

TZ 0 1 0 0 

UK 49 0 44 0 

US 69 0 92 0 

UY 0 0 7 0 

VE 0 0 0 5 

VN 47 0 42 0 

YE 0 1 0 6 

ZA 41 0 63 0 

Total 2659 1879 2613 2040 
 
4.2. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates (Annex V to Commission 

Regulation 1010/2009) accompanied consignments destined to your country? Please detail per 
RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2022 2023 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

  

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

10  

CCSBT CDS   

Total 10  
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4.3. How many catch certificates from EU Member States (including from your country) were presented 

to the authorities of your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? 
 

Flag State (EU) 2022 2023 

DK 1 1 
ES 27 13 
FR 11 2 
HR 0 2 
IE 4 2 
IT 1 0 
SW 2 0 
Total 46 20 

 

4.4. From the number above, how many recognised RFMO catch certificates from EU Member States 
accompanied imports into your country? Please detail per RFMO certificate and year. 

RFMO document 2022 2023 

ICCAT (electronic)-bluefin 
tuna catch document 

  

Dissostichus spp. 
(CCAMLR)  

  

CCSBT CDS   

Total   

 
4.5. How many processing statements (Article 14(2)  Annex IV) were submitted to the authorities of 

your country from 1 January 2022 until 31 December 2023? Please provide details per year and per 
processing country. 
 

Processing non-EU 
State22 

2022 2023 

AL 0 2 

CN 276 281 

EC 35 14 

ID 0 4 

IN 9 18 

 
22 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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 Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of processing statements received from non-EU countries in 
2022-2023) 

4.9. Do you have cases where third country fishery products arriving to your country (entry point) were 
destined to another Member State? [Article 19(1) of the IUU Regulation] 

 Yes                                 No 

If yes, please indicate the number consignments meant for transit:  

In 2022  

In 2023  

4.10. Has your country received requests to authorise APEOs25 in 2022-2023? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many requests has your country received and how many APEOs have been authorised? 

........................................... 

4.11. Has your country adopted administrative rules referring to the management and control of 
APEOs in 2022-2023? 

  Yes    No 

 Not applicable (e.g. absence of APEO request) 

If yes, please provide details: 

 

4.12. Has your country validated re-export certificates for products imported from 1 January 2022 
until 31 December 2023? 

  Yes    No 

If yes, how many re-export certificates? Please detail per year and, if possible, per destination 
country: 

Destination 
country (non-

EU)26 

2022 2023 

GB 1 14 

US 2 6 

TR 1 0 

Total 4 20 

 
4.13. Does your country monitor if the catches for which your country has validated a re-export 

certificate actually leave the EU? 
 

25 Approved Economic Operators  IUU Regulation, Article 16 and Implementing Regulation (EC) No 1010/2009, 
Chapter II 
26 ISO Alpha-2 country codes. 
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  Yes    No 

  Not applicable (e.g. in the absence of validation of re-export certificates in 2022-2023) 

If yes, please provide details: 

Every Re-Export case is closed upon receipt of the Customs Declaration. 

4.14. Has your country established any IT tools to monitor the catch certificates and processing 
statements accompanying imports?  

  Yes    No 

If yes, does it include a module for re-exportation of imported catches? 

  Yes    No 

4.15. Does your country implement the provisions regarding transit under Article 19(2) at the point of 
entry or the place of destination? 

  At the point of entry   At the place of destination  

 Not implemented because no consignments were placed under transit procedure as laid down 
in Article 19(2) 
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(c) inconsistencies between the trade patterns and the known fishing activities of a flag State 
in particular in respect of species, volumes or characteristics of its fishing fleet; occasionally 
(d) inconsistencies between the trade patterns and the known fishing-related activities of a 
third country in particular in respect of the characteristics of its processing industry or its 
trade in fishery products; occasionally 
(e) trade pattern not justified in terms of economic criteria; never 
(f) involvement of a newly established operator; occasionally 
(g) significant and sudden increase in trade volume for a certain species; often 
(h) submission of copies of catch certificates accompanying processing statements according 
to Annex IV of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008, for instance when the catch has been split 
during production; often 
(i) prior notification, required under Article 6 of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008, not 
transmitted at the proper time or information incomplete; never 
(j) inconsistencies between catch data declared by the operator and other information 
available to the competent authority; occasionally 
(k) vessel or vessel owner suspected of being or having been involved in IUU fishing 
activities; regularly 
(l) vessel having recently changed name, flag or registration number; regularly 
(m) flag State not notified according to Article 20 of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 or 
information available on possible irregularities in the validation of catch certificates by a 
given flag State (e.g. stamps or validation seal from a competent authority lost, stolen or 
forged); regularly 
(n) presumed deficiencies in the control system of a flag State; often 
(o) operators concerned who have already been involved in illegal activities constituting a 
potential risk in respect of IUU fishing. regularly 
 

If you apply national criteria, please detail them and the methodology used34: ................................. 

1. Number refusals of importation  
2. Country investigated by DG MARE  
3. Non-cooperating country  
4. Ability to issue electronic certificates   
5. New country  
6.  For direct & indirect imports 

 Kilos/country 
 CCs/country 
 Verification 
 Number of imports 

For statements 
 Kilos/country 
 Number of imports 

 

6.7. If you apply risk management to verifications, please provide information on the risks identified in 
2022 and 2023 respectively (Article 32 of Commission Regulation (EC) 1010/2009) on the basis of 
the criteria used. Please also provide information on whether all consignments identified as risky 
have been covered by verifications. If this is not the case, please specify the percentage of 
consignments identified as risky that have been covered by verifications and the reasons of such 
situation. 

 
34 Please provide a complete description (not only examples of national criteria and of their use). 
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NA 6 0 3 0 

NI   0 2 0 

NO 52 2 49 3 

NZ 229 10 115 3 

OM 9 2 5 0 

PA 12 1 4 0 

PE 45 4 115 9 

PG 6 0 2 1 

PH 120 10 75 6 

RU 68 4 75 6 

SB 2 0 0 
 

SC 3 1 0 
 

SN 1210 95 1188 70 

SV 3 0 0 
 

TH 30 2 18 1 

TN 63 2 114 5 

TR 834 49 729 44 

TW 22 2 16 1 

TZ 1 1 0 0 

UK 49 3 44 1 

US 69 16 92 7 

UY   0 7 3 

VE   0 5 1 

VN 47 4 42 3 

YE 1 0 6 1 

ZA 41 2 63 4 

SUM 4538 300 4653 275 
 
6.10. Please reply to the following questions: 

a) How many catch certificates have you verified in the context of the application of Article 17(4)? 
 
2022: 37 
2023: 31 
 

b) How many catch certificates have you verified on the basis of risk identified in accordance with 
Article 17(3)? 
 
2022: 233 
2023: 216 
 

c) How many catch certificates have been verified at random (Article 17(5))? 
 
2022: 30 
2023: 28 
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CL 1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

CN 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

GH 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

GM 2 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

JM 0  2 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

LK 1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

MR 2 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

MX 1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

MV 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

NZ 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

OM 2 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

PE 2 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

PG 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

RU 1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

6 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

SC 1 Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

SN 4 Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

3 Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

TN 0  5 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

TZ 1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

0  

US 16 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

UY 0  3 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

VE 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

YE 0  1 
Based on Article 
17.4.a and b 

Total 37  31  
 

7.2. How many assistance requests for verifications were not replied to by the other flag States' 
authorities within the deadline provided in Article 17(6) of the IUU Regulation? In these cases, do 
you send a reminder to the authorities of the country in question? Could you please specify when 
the assistance request, despite reminder(s), remained unanswered? What measures have you taken 
in that case (i.e. have you denied the importation)? [Please provide separate data for 2022 and 2023] 

2022 none 
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2023 none 

 

7.3. Was the quality of the answers provided overall sufficient to satisfy the assistance request? If no, 
please explain why the quality was not sufficient, and the measures you have taken in such case(s). 

The quality of all answers was satisfactory. In some cases, we had to send a reminder, which 
always resulted in a satisfactory answer. 

7.4. Have you sent assistance requests for verifications to other countries than the flag State? If yes, 
please specify the number, the reasons and the countries concerned, and the quality of the feedback 
provided. 

Yes, we have sent requests for verifications to counties issuing a processing statement. Reasons 
include requests for corrections on the statement (vessel/species names, fishing dates), as well 
as requests to provide an original CC, in cases with depleted quantities. The quality of 
feedback was satisfactory. 

State 

Number of assistance 
requests 

Number of assistance 
requests  

2022 2023 

AL 0 1 

CN 1 1 

PG 1 0 

PH 1 0 

SC 1 0 

VN 0 1 

Total 4 3 
 

7.5. If you have been using IT systems developed by third countries allowing for a full or partial 
verification40 of catch certificates, please indicate these countries and the number of verifications 
that were made through their systems (at least approximately)?  

We use the available catch certificate verification tools as a part of our check process. Third 
Country IT systems we use are: Canada, New Zealand, India, Mexico, Turkey, Norway, USA, 
Ecuador, Argentina, UK, Indonesia, Greenland and Maldives. We also use the Iceland 
fiskistofa.is website to check fishing vessel licenses. All catch certificate from these countries 
were checked.  

 

 

  

 
40 Please indicate if you use these IT systems already as part of your checks (not verifications) of catch 
certificates. 
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