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1. CDS Overview

CDS Catch Document Scheme, CDS

A system in which information from all supply chains, from the 
production of fisheries products to where consumption occurs, is 
collected and managed to verify the legality of the catch

Catch Certificate

Market/importer state 

• Evaluate the legality of 
the catches - IUU 
fisheries or not 

• Issue Catch Certificates 

• Reject landing 
according to the 
verification of Catch 
Certificate

Flag state
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2. Republic of Korea's CDS

Species coverage Bobo croaker, Longneck croaker, Pacific saury

Imported from
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Gambia, 
Guinea-Bissau, Taiwan and others

Legal basis
Distant Water Fisheries Development Act 
Enforcement Rules Article 23

Procedures

▪ (Flag State) Issue CCs for the three species to exporters

▪ (Vessels) submit CCs for the species when they enter Korean ports 

▪ (When) submit CC with vessel’s AREP before 24 hours to entry

Bobo croaker

Longneck croaker

Pacific saury

Overview of Korea’s CDS
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2. Republic of Korea's CDS

Catch Certificate Check Procedures 

Port State Inspection

Submission of AREP and Catch Certificate prior 
to 24 hours of entry

No Issue
No CC attached 

Allegations of forged 
documents

Approval for port 
entry and use

Withhold of entry, 
Restricted port use
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2. Republic of Korea's CDS

Catch Certificate Check Procedures 
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2. Republic of Korea's CDS

Updated forms of Catch Certificate (25.10.2024)



Republic of Korea's CDS Implementation Status

2. Republic of Korea's CDS

Non-Compliance Case 

Pacific saury-loaded containers 
Advanced request of entry into port 

(5 Apr 2023)

Requested verification to Flag State with 
allegations of CC forgery and falsification 

(7 Apr 2023) 

It turned out to be a forged document, and 
that container was rejected (20Apr2023) and 

reported for sanctions (18May2023)

기존 Issue 형
태

위조 증명
서
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3. CDS Adoption for Coastal Fisheries (in progress) 

Sustainable Offshore and Coastal Fisheries Development Act

O b j e c t i v e • To enhance control coastal fisheries to deter IUU fishing
• To effectively manage fisheries resources by building DB on fisheries production data

• Regulates reporting and implementation of matters necessary for the prevention and 
management of illegal fishing activities that occur during inshore fishing activities.

Main 
content

Mandate vessels to report the locations in real-time
Mandate vessels to report fishing operation, trans-shipment, landing
Designate landing sites, inspect landing
Issue a Catch Certificate and Mandate vessels to submit CC for sales

* Processed to the National Assembly aiming for implementation after 2029



Thank You
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